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"The Fertile Crescent"  

Unit Outline 
I. The First Civilizations in Mesopotamia 

A. Located in Western __________; area currently known as _________ 

B. Two major rivers flow through the “Fertile Crescent” 

1.  ______________  and  _______________ Rivers 

 a. run parallel to each other  

 b. flow for more than ____________ miles 

        2. area between these rivers known as ____________________ 

   a.  Greek word for “____________ between the  ______________” 

       C.  What is the “Fertile Crescent”? 

  1. “Fertile Crescent” includes today’s _________, _______, Iraq, Lebanon, Israel,& Jordan 

2. rivers carry loose soil from the mountains and deposit it in the region 

   a.  this loose, fertile soil is known as __________ 

  3. this fertile soil helps crops grow  

       D. Controlling the water 

  1. people of Mesopotamia developed ways of bringing water to their crops 

   a. this is known as ________________ 

   b.  used _________ to bring water to their crops 

        E.  Fertile soil and irrigation made the area great for ___________________ 

II. Sumer’s Civilization     

 
A. First cities in Southwest Asia including _________ ,  Uruk, and ___________ 

1. Each city was independent from other Sumerian cities 

2. Each city grew and became more powerful 

3. They took control of the nearby land 

B. _____________________ included the city itself and the lands immediately surrounding it 

1. Population of city-states ranged from 5,000 to ______________ people 

2. Made from sun-dried bricks of ____________ and ___________ 

3. Surrounded by wall with a gate for ________________________ 

i. City-states were often at war with each other 
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C. Religion 

1. their religion was based on ______________ 

a. this is the belief in many _________ and _________________ 

b. gods controlled ______________ and things ______________ did 

2. a _________________ was placed in the center of each city 

a. ziggurat means “to ______________  __________” 

b. ziggurat was a place of religious worship for that particular god 

i. a large, stepped pyramid with a temple on top 

3. only _____________, and later kings, were allowed in the temple 

  b. kings claim that __________ gave them the power to rule 

D. Society in Mesopotamia 

 1. social structure similar to last unit 

 2. basic unit of society was the __________________ 

  a. ____________ were head of the home 

  b. ___________ went to school and trained or jobs 

  c. ____________ ran the home and taught _____________ to do the same 

E. Developed a type of writing known as ___________________ 

 1.  started as “_______________ writing” 

 2. wedge-shaped symbols carved into _________________ 

 3.  years of studying leads to being a ______________ (or official ______________) 

  a. very few people learned to read and write – mostly _________  _________ 

 4. kept business ________________ and _____________ documents 

 5. first known “literature” was  the “___________ of _________________” 

F.  Technology and Mathematics 

 1. developed the __________________ 

  a. first used for pottery and grinding flour  

b. later used for carts and other wheeled vehicles 

 2. invented the _________________ and _____________ 

 3. many advances in math included: 

  a. use of _______________, a 360 degree circle, & division and multiplication tables 

  b. a place-value system based on the # 60 (incl. 60 minute hour and  60 second minute) 
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 III. Mesopotamian Empires     

 
A. King ________________ creates the world’s first empire around 2340 BC 

1. an empire is a group of many lands under one ruler 

2. included all the people and city-states of Mesopotamia 

B. King __________________ formed the Babylonian Empire around 1790 BC 

1. most important city was __________________ 

2. Hammurabi known for his code of laws 

a. Dealt with many areas of life – crimes, business, _____________, marriage, etc 

b. Punishment should match the seriousness of the crime 

i. “_________ for an __________,  tooth for a tooth” 

c. Influenced later laws in the Greek and Roman empires 

C. Assyrian Empire starts around 900 BC 

1. Assyrians take power with a well-trained and disciplined ___________ 

a. Over 50,000 soldiers using advanced ______________ 

2.  demanded conquered people pay “______________”, which is like taxes 

3. capital became Nineveh 

a. divided the empire into __________________ (like our states) 

4. King Ashurbanipal built one of the world’s first _______________ in Nineveh 

a. This has helped historians learn much about the Mesopotamians! 

D. Chaldean Empire rose to power around 650 BC  

 1. King Nebuchadnezzar makes Babylon the capital and it becomes powerful again 

  a. grand gardens and palaces include 300 feet tall ziggurat with gold roof 

   i. Hanging Garden were one fo the Seven _______________ of the World 

  b. major trade routes from Persian Gulf to Mediterranean Sea passed through 

   i. ______________ of traders brought goods and made Babylon wealthy 

 2. Achievements in Astronomy 

  a. mapped the stars, planets, and moon phases 

  b. invented one of the first ______________ to measure time 

  c. followed a seven day ______________ 

E. The Persians took over Mesopotamia around 539 BC 

 1.  kept many of the Chaldean accomplishments  


