King Kong

The Eighth Wonder of the World

Origins and the Making of the 1933 film
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« [he same place that
would one day employ
the real James Bond.
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& . In 1855, it sent Du

= Chaillu to Equatorial
Africa to explore. He
2 went on an expedition
lasting four years.
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® < He found (and claimed
to be the first white
Furopean) to see and
o study the gorilla,
bringing back dead
gorillas that could be
put on display.
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« The Academy has them
“ there.
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z « Du Chaillu went on a %

Z second expedition from
< 1863-1863. 3

7

« He wrote about both

==

< trips and published
Z them. >
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« Creator of Sherlock
Holmes.

» In 1921, he wrote a book
called The Lost World
about adventurers who
find a prehistoric world.
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filmed the native's struggles against living in the

wilderness.

.
¥
.

. & ] ) ‘
. L R A
N § S L = e R o 35 m,

o <P e A T ey ok H  | .%.

A S P AR o L &

O

.
-

C
s IN 1927, Co




i LNt e v Nl 5 et w21 el it N ) sl 5 St i v S s e i
X N yr ’ .~

iy

e In 1927, Cooper founded Pan American Airways with profits he made
from his films.

« We saw a Pan Am Clipper in Raiders of the Lost Ark.




« He would go to exotic
places and shoot film of
real animals and people.

« While shooting film for The
Four Feathers in Africa,
Cooper thought of gorillas
again.

» He had a dream about a

gorilla running loose in
New York.




Gn | RKO ‘
Radio Picture
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¢ [The actors starred

together in 1932's The
Most Dangerous
Game.

¢« Cooper had Wray do a

test screening for The
Beast while shooting.
She worked 24 hours
2 straight.
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o« Ihe film has a
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filmmaker who wants to &

g
l\ <
o S

s go to an exotic jungle to

\
»

e : : F)
7 find a mysterious ape. L

o
’ <
S N

-

)
</ \(.'

: ks
= o Carl Denham is the %

:
-
<

Y

& character's hame, but
he might as well be
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> Merian Cooper.
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Kong

¢ The actual King Kong
was a model eighteen

Inches tall.

Here he is. The clay
and rabbit fur
deteriorated over the
years, and this is all R
that's left. |
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Kong: Combining Real People with Special Effects

Rear Projection Miniature Frojection

| § \-

Lamera Hew Action
Frojector e Action Screer/

=Imi=1=11 |
Frojector Carmata
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The following page has three
pictures of a brontosaurus:

stripped model, artist moving
it, and what is in the final
film.
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® . The Motion Picture Production Code was
created in the 1920s, but studios ignored it.

« It was the forerunner to today's MPAA
code.
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« When the film was
rereleased in 1938, the
MPA insisted on cutting
five minutes of film that
where Kong eats,
crushes, and pounds w’#

his victims, and scenes |
where Kong removes

Wr ay 'S C/ O th I N g. . MERIAN C.COOPER « ERNEST B. SCHO
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Dino De Laurentiis

présente

un fllm de

John Guillermin

- Jeff Bridges-Charles Grodin - Jessica Lange

musique John Barry Panavision® Color
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“I'm going out and make the greatest picture
In the world. Something that nobody's ever

seen or heard of.”

—Carl Denham




King Kong

The Eighth Wonder of the World



